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The best seats were the so-called ‘Lords Boxes’ above and almost behind 
the stage – these were the best seats because acoustically you would 
hear well from there, but also because you could be seen by the other 
audience members. 

see in the drawing. The Swan Theatre would have been a little old- 
fashioned compared to the Globe Theatre, which had more sophisticated 
stage mechanisms including a trap door, a hoist and the ‘discovery space’ 
(a large alcove which could be screened off between the entrance and 
exit doors). 
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